Is access to a standardized neonatal intensive care possible?
This paper aims to determine the factors which impact on the issue of availability and access to a standard quality of neonatal intensive care provision in order to clarify strategies for change. New targets set within the NHS reforms have highlighted quality and fair access to services. Current frameworks for the provision of neonatal services may not be in place to support a standardized quality service provision. The paper examines the historical and political basis for current models of service, giving a grounding for recommendations for change in an attempt to achieve a more standardized, equitable level of care. Changes within health care policy in the late 1980s and 1990s have led to confusion within the service and a lack of the definition needed to provide universally accepted criteria on which to base a regional service provision. The organization of services will need to be reviewed to include the introduction of national and regional data collection and analysis, and national definitions standardizing service criteria to be used to support variations in regional models of care. In conjunction with these recommendations independent auditing processes must exist to allow for accreditation of services.